
tn 
00 

Roland Straten 

Montclair, NJ 07042 

August 1.2010 £ QQ:^ 
g o - ! 3>H 

Office of General Counsel "~ ^m-V 
Federal Election Commission / pm ^ ^nC! 
999EStreet,NW ^ ' ^ 
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00 Gentlemen 

I vvould like to fUe a complaint against Congressman William Pascrell, Jr, 2464 
RaytHjm Building. Washington. DC 20515. representing New Jersey's Bl̂  

«f Congressional Distnct for using govemment lunds to mail a campaign brochure 
«y 
O Complainant Roland Straten, [. NJ 07042, candidate for 
2 Congress from New Jerse/s 8" Congressional Distnct 

Respondent Congressman William Pascrell, Jr. 2464 Raytxim Building, 
Washington, DC 20515 and unknown slaffF 

Documentation Included Two copies of the campaign brochure, one sent to Essex 
County, the other to Passaic County 

I am filing an FEC complaint against Congressman Bill Pascrell for using 
govemment funds to send out a campaign brochure. 

On or about July 31,2010, Bill Pascrsll mailed a 4-page lull color campaign 
brochure to voters ffl the 8" Congressional distnct at govemment expense ltdid 
not contein a Paid fbr Pascrsll for Congress disclaimer, but did contain the 
folkiwing statement "This mailing was prspaied, publtehed, and mailed at 
taxpayer expense." 

Since this brochure was sent withui 95 days of the eleotion, it meete the technical 
requirement that no mass mailing may be made within the 90 day limit 

It does not, however, meet the requurement that the franking pnvilege may only be 
used for matters of public conoem or public service as defined by 
39 USC CHAPTER 32 - PENALTY AND FRANKED MAIL 
01/05/2009 
TITLE 39 - POSTAL SERVICE 
PART IV-MAIL MATTER 
CHAPTER 32 - PENALTY AND FFtANKED MAIL 
(4) HIS the mtent of tfie Congress tfiat tfie frantoi^ privilege under tfiis section shen 
not permit, end may no^ be ueed for, the transrruasion through the made as franked 
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mail, of matter which in its natum is purely personel to the sender or to any other 
person end is unreleted to the offlael busmess, adivifies, and dutos of tfie piibAc 
officials covered by subsecbon (b)(1) of this secbon 

And the House Ethics Manual. Chapter 4 page 124 
Among the specdic ecbvities that ctoarty may not be undertaken in a congressional 
office or using House resources (incktding ofbael staff bme) am the sohatBtion of 
oontnbubons, the drafting ofcampai^ speeches, stetements, press refeases or 
Merabtm, the complebon of FEC reports, the oreaflon or issuance ofa campaign 
mading, and the hoMing of e meebng on campaign business The same prohibibon 
apphes to any acbvdy that is funded to any extent witfi campaign ftintfs, even rfthe 
ecbvity IS not overtly political in nahjm The latter pomt is addressed further betow 
under the heedings ̂ l/se for Bone Fide Cempeign or PMcel Purposes 

HIS defense will be that this is a newsletter and not a campaign brochure 

I contend that if it walks like a duck, looks like a duck, and quacks like a duck, it is 
a duck 

This IS clearly a campaign piece because 

1) Nowhere in the brochure does it daim to be a newsletter, infomnation piece, or 
anything other than a piece of campaign literstura 

2) The headline reads "̂ Getting Resulte fbr the 8th District of New Jerse/* 

3) Nowhere in the listing of accomplishmente is there any detailed or adionalile 
mfonnation that a resident could use for his own benefit The piece has no 
information that is helpful to a resident on how to obtain govemment sennces or 
specifics on rules and regulataons on new bills 

4) The headline in the middlefold.'REP Bill Pascrsll, Jr DelivenngTaxcutetothe 
wortang dass femilies and over $311 miHion to the 8th Distnct fiom the 
recovery act to crsate jobs and buiM the fbundation of our future' is a clear-cut 
campaign statement 

5) The middle fold conteins listings of his political accomplishmente Itisalisbng 
of money he daims to have brought into the distnct 

6) There are two versK>ns of the brochure, one directed at Essex County voters, 
the other at Passaic County voters If this wars truly an infonmatK)nal piece, the 
information woukl be the same for both counties 

7) Much of the infomnation IS non-speaAcoki and dated It listegrante that were 
provKfed years ago without any documentation 

8) Much of the infomnatxxi is inaccurate and exaggersted with the purpose of 
convincing the recipient to vote for Bill Pascrsll 



9) The feet that this brochure was mailed so dose to the 90 day limit is a dear 
indication that the intention was not informational It is political campaigning 

10) The brochure conteins pictures of elected offiaals and senior citizens, a 
tergeted group, with Bill Pascrell, which is another dear indication that this is f 
campaign piece designed to influence voters rather than an information piece 
designed to infomn the residente of the distnct 

11) Most people who opened this brochurs felt that it was a campaign brochure 
and were very surpnsed to see the at taxpayers expense disdsimer 

All the above stetemente except for item 10 are based on personal knowledge of 
the Compteinant Item 11 is based on emails rsceived from supporters 

Based on the above infomnation and comptemt, I respectfully request ttmt the 
Federal ElectK)n Commissxm order Congressman Pascrell to reimburse the 
govemment for the cost of this mailing and/or to provide the equal annount of 
ftindffig to the Straten campaign 

Respectfully submitted. 

Rdl 

Notenzed 2 August, 2010 

signed and swom to before me 

Notaiy Public f / f ^ N 



STATES 
REPRESEN1ATIVE 

BILL PASCRELL, JR. 

DISTRICT OFFICES 

200 MBTSI PlazB. Suns SOO 
FMi6n.NJ07SQ5 

Phone IS73IS2341SZ 
Fsx (973)5234)637 

SaOFBMSicSMt 
RHMCNJ 07065 

PhonB'A73M72-4510 
FK (B73|472-()6S2 

Room 200 A Muniopal Pisa 
BMMM,NJ 07003 
Phono (8731680-1361 
F«x (973)860-1617 

WASHINGIQN, DC OFFICE 
2484 Roybum HOB 

WBdunolon.DC 20515 
Phono (20ZI22&S751 

C O N G R E S S M A N 

BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
l<>r ihi 

Dcdi FiiLiidsand NtfiKlilxiis 

Fui the; past 13 I haw had thc hoiicii ot si*i\iiig ihc icsidciiK ol 
ihc 8̂  Congiessional DMUICI As\oiir icpicsiiiiamc in Congicw ii is 
m) piioiii\ to make sine vuu t̂av infoiinLcl ahoiii the .iriions nf )oiii 
guscinniciu in WashuifiEion 

In this Ck>ngiefs, \vt ait norLing haid to luin aiound ihc croncini\, and 
ihc icsulis aie siaiiing lu ̂ luiw Aflci 22 suaighi inonih« ol job los\, wr liasc 
nou seen om ctoiiomy cicaie pii\aic-WLioi )ohs foi b inoiuhs in a rai» Not 
onl\ has the Rccmcry \ci helped Mem ilic iide ofthe icccuion. but ii has 
included ihc largest Lix LUI IOI aii\ iivô cai penod in the naiion'̂  hisioix 
allowing over S 2 miDionNJ families to recdve las culh 

can M!L lhe inipacioT ihe Rec oven Aci iighi hcic in iht, W** Disiiici %«iih 
the icsiii lacing of Inteisuu* KO and a Passair ( oiiniy Ca>inniunitv College 
inmamc cominiued LO iinpioving lhe skilK ol people uorking in ihc 
hcalili care held H iih ihe help of ihc Rccmciy Aci gianth we aie lakiiig 
Anieiuainanewdiieciion-cicaunggood Xmeiicanjobs picnidingihc 
lowcbi UBMs in 60 )caM foi ihc middle clas<, and helping small bukincw 
coinpenincly expand Tnnn aie siill haid foi lamilicv in ihc 9** DifUiri. 
and 1 will conuniie working to get oiii econom\ hack on iiack 

As Amencans wc ate all aflTccicd hv these iMies and now is the umc to \oice 
oui ihoughis towards hnchng Loinmon solutions 

^^im Regdiids, 

mourdmnet wmM/aaeerBllhausa pav 



Congressmsn Bill Psscrall, Jr 
2484 Raybum H08 
Washington. DC 20515 
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IIJ.i.l...i.Jiill..illi....l IH.I....I.II.,Jiill,.l 

•tmpivirupniM 

THE AMERICAN RECOVERY & REINVESTMENT ACT 

ACROSS AMERICA 
The laigisi singlL pan »f ihc Aci is tax i iih rk signerl lo help ramilic s pa% the ii hills and 
hcKisi ckinand al local busincsM.s 45% ul Ami uran HOIUK icautcl oiii nl llu lasiesi 
and biciiidcsi ia\ tub in hisioi\ (Riccnin ̂ ) - implcincnu.d iliuiiigli an immediau 

ivduciion m withholding 1 his mas coupled with tax c iiis Ini small busnicMfs himu hii\i n. and lamilics 
bending kids to rolltgc The Aci alku pimidcd pa\nients to Sutial Sccuiin icupic nis and divaUed vtieranb 

i rw, 



REP BILL P A S C R E L L . )R 
DfcLIVfrRINU TAX CUTS fO WORKING C,l ASS 

lAMlLirS A N D O V I R S J I I MILIIONTOTHF 

8"* niSIKICI IROM IHC REUWrRY ACI TO 

CRIAIF jOHS AND RllILn IMF lOUNIMIION 
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EDUCATION 
• mi l 111?Harilniltn hi ri ihirf' 

f h « l l * l « l i k . i | i H Mini • l i lMlipi ln 
• $ n y I • A n i i i i «f niK li'l JM i|i 

M i l III m l IIM a I amlii |tH i • 
« i i m l N i i i l i f t iiiiM 

TAX cms TOTALING 
S288BIILIC1N 
l i n hA«i m ii% •'iin.iiiiiiMi rih t« 
imlniiliiik ••'Imliii^ . 
• IIS feiBM III i «!• mil. IIM • liikl i n • •••bl 
• SHHhHkliiilUNIIIM H A M 
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• S l l M h a n 11\ • i i ihi* b« i l Wk M ' 

tmii|t |HMIHIIIIU 
• SlblBMBiM A * l a M i i i « i « i i 

lam I I M I qaiilf i|iH|mKiil iinl 
i l m iiiiiiiiiii'iluii i l l ihl 

• S U a H k n b N Ni i i | i iM i ll i iMii i 
l h i|iirim iri llil•llMl^ M Ihl 

• S H 4 M a H i i n i « M \ i i i | i i It 
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IRANSPORTATION 
AND iNFRASTRUCrURE 
• t l l l A B H i i u i iBi i innHi i ik i 

lamimiliiiHaiBt Hiriilidla 
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• MlHHaaaha laa^ •uniliiiiii M 
• iivnlaiuit HMIUIIHI |ai«ii*i | iN 

kril la ||i km» I aauaiH uni * ual 
I iMUi lh M dabn 11 tan mai* 

HfcAITH CARE 
l l lVTblBMha h dihi HI MHN* 
lh •laaiiii lmlialiH^ 
• M l h A a a i i «ii|i|aai Mida lal 
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H daarii^ in mipiai ifiiihii 
•I ibai naih d I iiia« aai hiai i 
bl idti Hi iiitf* 

SfcNIORS 
• fflll WaiVtiaaa* aaldi^dihil 

Mll I aikmih ««b( jawt**Mi4 
llMiai niiniil iBMiadbMHl 
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" I * 

Ibaii i lk d • n««hq|IMIi 



00 
•H 
Wl 
00 
CM 

Q 
O 

jjfeNTATlVE 
Bl^fTiffitRELL, jflL ' 
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iiunpypiui[pi uipiii BiiMy isainMts 
HilnvAijifilwwnBniaonsI 

Fcir tfae past 13 yean, I hflive had the honor (if sensng tfae 
tfae 8̂  Gopgrnwional District As your representative in GongresB, it is 
my pnonty to make sure you stay infiDrmed about the actions of your 
govermnent in WBshington 

In this Congress, we are working hard to turn around tfae economy, and 
tfae results are starting to sfaow After 22 straight montfas of job loss, we faave 
now seen our eccmomy create pnvalMector jobs for 6 mcmtfas m a row Not 
only has the Recovery Act helped stem tfae tide of the recession, but it has 
included tfae largest tax cut for any twoyear pcncxi m tfae naticm's history 
sDoiviiig over S.2 mOIUm NJ. tellies to leoeive laz ( 

DlSF[kl^ OFnCES 

200 fsdsralPlszs. Suits 500 ^ 
PfatBrsSHNJO *̂ 

Phdns (^M^TS2' ' V 
1^ (973l>S2}te37 

[07055 
^1^10 

[472-0852 

We can see the impact of tfife Recovery Act right here m the 8* District, 
with tfae fandge improvements cm 1-280, tfae resurteng of Interstate 80, 
and a Head Start program m Montclair With the help ofthe Recovery Act 
grants, we are taking America ma new directum-creattng good American 
jobs, provuhng the lowest taxes m 60 years for the middle class, and helping 
small busmess compebtively expand Times are still hard for fiunilies m tfae 
8* Distnct, and I wiU oontmue wDriong to get oiir economy bsck cm t^^ 

As Americans we are all afifected by tfaese issues and now is tfae time to voice 
our thoughts towards findmg ccmimon solutions 

Wum Regards, 

2464R8ybiimH0B̂ * 
V\fe9hinBtDn,DCll05l5 V; 

(202)225-5782 

Donthrgatta agn up forrrryB^miukmrto staymfarmedof wftatihappening 
maurdaMA tMUMtpaseraU hauaa.gBv 



REP. BILL P A S C R E L L , )R 
DELIVERING TAX CUTS TO WORKING CLASS 
FAMILIES AND OVER $311 MILLION TO THE 
8™ DISTRICT FROM THE RECOVERY ACT TO 
CREATE JOBS AND BUILD THE FOUNDATION 
FOR OUR FUTURE 

00 
00 
rH 
Wl 
00 
CM 

0 
0 

EDUCATION 
• OwlIiV Hndhonte loedKhod 

iniharjohi 
1 HABB n VBniB hdp 



Ui 
QP 
i H 

Wl 

CM 

0 
0 

Congressman Bill Pascrell, Jr 
2464 Raybum HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

Official Business 
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'—WRrcam~JKj- oro^Mosi 

This msiiing wss prspsrsd, pubbshsd, snd msilsd st tsxpsyer sxpense 

THE AMERICAN RECOVERY &. REINVESTMENT ACT 

ACROSS AMERICA 
Hie largest singlte part of tfae Act is tax cuts designed to help fimihes pay their bills and 
bcxist demand at local busmesses 95%of American woricers received cme of tfae fastest 
and broadest tax cuts m history (Recovery gov) - implemented through an immediate 

reducbcm m withholchng This was ompled with tax cuts for small businesses, hcmiebuyers, and famihes 
sending kids to college The Act also provided payments to Socnal Secninty recipients and chsabled veterans 
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